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The theme for 2026's Disability Pride Month is "The World Works Better With Us."
The theme was selected by The Arc's National Council of Self-Advocates (NCSA), to

highlight the importance of inclusion. "When people with disabilities are included,
respected, and supported, communities work better for everyone. That includes

schools, workplaces, healthcare, transportation, and public life." -The Arc

Something like a curb cut that was created for people who use wheelchairs, can now
make life easier for everyone. Parents who use strollers for their children or travelers with

luggage that has wheels also benefit from this type of inclusion.

https://thearc.org/blog/why-and-how-to-celebrate-disability-pride-month/


The Anniversary of ADA
On July 26, 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was a tremendous milestone for the
Disability Rights Movement, making it illegal to discriminate based on disability in public spaces,

employment, education and transportation. It was also the start to shifts in public views on
disabilities and how we should be designing spaces for ALL types of abilities.

After the Americans with Disabilities Act was signed, the first Disability Pride celebration was
held in Boston that year. The first Disability Pride Parade was in 2004 in Chicago, and since then

it’s evolved into Disability Pride Month, where people throughout the country with disabilities
celebrate in July to honor their history, the progress that has been made, and advocate where

there is still work to be done.

Read more about why and how we celebrate Disability Pride on The Arc's website here.

Transition Resources

https://thearc.org/blog/why-and-how-to-celebrate-disability-pride-month/


Watch PFAL's webinar from July 15:
Starting Successfully: An Overview of Pre-Employment Supports

Watch our archived webinar, hosted by The Arc of New Jersey's Director of Training and
Consultation Services, Samantha Goldfarb, to learn more about what types of services are

available to people with disabilities that can help them better prepare for future
employment.

Samantha breaks down topics like Pre-ETS, Pre Vocational Training and Benefits
Counseling Services to highlight their purpose, how to navigate the process of seeking

them out, and the benefits of utilizing pre-employment supports. There is also a
demonstration on how to navigate some online resources!

Watch Webinar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54Ux0pEjH7E&feature=youtu.be


ACCESS Program:
The ACCESS Program provides a supportive and inclusive learning experience for young adults

with intellectual and developmental disabilities as they transition into adulthood.
Through hands-on experiences, career development, campus engagement, and independent

living opportunities, students gain the skills and confidence to thrive.
Please help us reach families, schools, agencies, and community partners by sharing this

exciting opportunity.

Because every individual deserves access to learning, belonging, and a bright future.

FALL 2026 SEMESTER STARTS
﻿SEPTEMBER 14, 2026

Cilck for for Application

https://files.constantcontact.com/00354e99301/29823506-1336-46f0-a001-2aeb3486f535.pdf?rdr=true


Download Timeline

https://files.constantcontact.com/00354e99301/d3572d6e-cb28-46bc-9595-2c9a9760864b.pdf?rdr=true




Download Timeline

The Arc of New Jersey's Upcoming Events/Webinars:

GAAP: Governmental Affairs Ambassador Program:
Friday August 7th: 11 am-12 pm

The New Jersey Self-Advocacy Program (NJSAP) now has a new quarterly meeting for
legislative advocates!

https://files.constantcontact.com/00354e99301/024e2201-9a88-4887-8b61-46b33d407349.pdf?rdr=true


This is a quarterly meeting intended to help individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities (IDD) become more involved in legislative advocacy!
﻿Every quarter Michael Pearson Jr., Senior Director of Governmental Affairs and
Communications, will discuss current bills going through state or federal legislation. Erin
Smithers, Director of The New Jersey Self-Advocacy Program, will end each meeting with an
advocacy activity or training.

Join Meeting Here

Youth Advisory Board: (18-21 year olds)
Tuesday August 11th: 7 pm-8 pm

A group to give young people a voice in decisions that affect them, improving services, and
creating youth-led initiatives.

Sign Up Here

Webinar: Understanding Consent, Emotions, and Safe Boundaries for Students
Wednesday September 16: 12 pm-1:30 pm

Join us for an informative webinar led by Robyn Holt, Director of the Criminal Justice Advocacy
Program, focused on supporting students with IDD in understanding consent, emotions, and safe
boundaries. This session will explore practical, developmentally appropriate strategies for
teaching these critical concepts, promoting self-advocacy, and enhancing personal safety.
Designed for educators, caregivers, and service providers, the webinar offers actionable tools
you can apply immediately in educational and community settings.

Register Here

Webinar: Fix Your Face! A Discussion About the Importance of Body Language
Wednesday September 23: 12 pm-1:30 pm

Bianca Najera of the Arc of New Jersey. In this webinar, Bianca will be talking to children and
young adults about the significance of body language.

Register Here
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