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Disability Rights New Jersey
New Jersey's designated protection and advocacy system for people with disabilities

Richard West Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Center (ATAC)

• Implementing agency for federal Assistive 
Technology Act program in New Jersey.

• http://www.drnj.org/atac 
• The lead agency is the New Jersey 

Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development, Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services.

Disability Rights New Jersey
New Jersey's designated protection and advocacy system for people with disabilities

Richard West Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Center (ATAC)

• State-Level Activities
– Financing – Claiming comparability due to 

similar loan services provided by PNC Bank 
and Bank of America

– Reutilization – DRNJ operates “Back In 
Action” exchange program and contracts with 
local Goodwill affiliate for refurbishment 
program

Disability Rights New Jersey
New Jersey's designated protection and advocacy system for people with disabilities

Richard West Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Center (ATAC)

• State-Level Activities
– Device Loan – DRNJ subcontracts with a 

statewide program in Ewing, Advancing 
Opportunities, and a regional program in 
Monmouth County.

http://www.drnj.org/atac


Disability Rights New Jersey
New Jersey's designated protection and advocacy system for people with disabilities

Richard West Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Center (ATAC)

• State-Level Activities
– Device Demonstration – DRNJ 

subcontracts with a statewide program in 
Ewing, Advancing Opportunities, and two 
regional programs in Monmouth County and 
Essex Counties.

Disability Rights New Jersey
New Jersey's designated protection and advocacy system for people with disabilities

Richard West Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Center (ATAC)

• State Leadership Activities
– Training - DRNJ provides training services 

on AT and IT accessibility on a statewide 
basis.

– Technical Assistance – DRNJ provides 
technical assistance to state agencies, 
nonprofit groups, and other entities on IT 
accessibility.

Assistive 
Technology for
Independence

drnj.org/ATAC



What is Assistive Technology? (Device)

Any item, piece of equipment, or product 
system, whether acquired commercially off the 

shelf, modified, or customize, that is used to 
increase, maintain, or improve functional 
capabilities of a person with a disability.

Reading



Text
to
Speech

Built in iOS 
TTS



Accessibility 
updates

Speech

Select to 
Speak

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwjUrpF7Hkv1dDhpRTJRRHFXek0/preview


DIGITAL TEXT
Voice Dream Reader 
(iOS & Android)

Extension  / App
Pocket (works in Chrome, iOS, Android!)

Prizmo (iOS & Mac) Text Detective (Android & iOS)

ClaroPDF & ScanPen (iOS)



Apps 
for 
Struggling 
Writers

• Livescribe Pen
• Audionote app (iOS & 

Android, Mac & PC)
• Notability
• Mic Note (Chrome)

Note Taking / Organization

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwjUrpF7Hkv1UTBDN1paSXNpSlU/preview


Word Prediction as a writing support

•Co:Writer Universal from 
Don Johnston

•Read & Write 
from Text Help

Voice to Text as a Writing Support

Voice Typing in Google Docs



The Process of Writing with Voice..

Think Compose

Talk

ReadCheck

Edit

(Fonner)

 

……

….. is a set of mental processes that helps 
connect past experience with present 
action. 

People use it to perform activities such 
as planning, organizing, strategizing, 
paying attention to and remembering 
details, and managing time and space.
(Source: NCLD; 
http://www.ncld.org/types-learning-disabilities/executive-function-disorders/what-is-execut
ive-function)



Organization
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Visual 
Schedule 
Planner

Aida 
Reminder 
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Organization

keep.google.com

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BwjUrpF7Hkv1WmtmS2hkSGx5VDJ1aC14TnhsRjRyZkMtem1r
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